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Even Mr. Creevey found talent, and, stranger still, plain
dealing in ' the Beau/ and hurled a final curse into the dark-
ness after the tall, receding form of Mr. Huskisson. The
group was lonely, though patient enumeration showed a
fair Parliamentary strength for the ejected ' Liberals/ who
affected this odd, foreign name that aligned them, halfway
between plain Whig and honest Tory, with the raffish
Continental friends of Mr. Canning's policy. So Palmerston
was a Liberal before most of those who were to reproach him
with wanting Liberal principles. He expounded them at
some length in a debate upon their resignation, when he
expressed a definite preference " for transferring forfeited
franchises to large manufacturing towns " and protested his
undying fidelity to the principles of Mr. Canning in foreign
affairs and on the Catholic question. This vindication,
which was felt to be " manly and gentlemanlike/' earned
him a hearty handshake from the eccentric William, while
Cumberland (as became a royal Tory) abused him for a
dangerous democrat. But the strange quality of his
democracy was oddly apparent in debate a few weeks later,
when he pressed for the transfer of a member " to a great
town, not because he was a friend to reform in principle, but
because he was its decided enemy. To extend the franchise
to large towns . . . was the only mode by which the House
could avoid the adoption, at some time or other, of a general
plan of reform. . . . When people saw such populous places
as Leeds and Manchester unrepresented, whilst a green mound
of earth returned two members, it naturally gave rise to
complaint. The House ought, therefore, to take advantage
of every case of delinquency, to apply a gradual remedy to
the defective state of the representation/' It was a gallant
effort to reconcile common sense with his natural objection
to sweeping measures and with the general opposition to
Reform, which he had inherited from Mr. Canning. But such
an anti-Reformer came perilously near to being a Reformer.
The year went out on a Russo-Turkish war, a welter of
Portuguese insurgents and pretenders, and a protracted
argument as to the fitting limits of resurgent Greece, for
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